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Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Region 6 REOC Update

 
Subject:                      Region 6 Update # 100
                                    Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Date:                           August 17, 2010
To:                              Incident Command
Thru:                          Planning Section
From:                         Situation Unit
Reporting Period:     August 12, 2010 1300 – August 17, 2010 1300

 
1. Background

Site Name: Deepwater Horizon Incident   FPN#: N10036
Mobilization Date: 4/27/2010   Start Date: 4/28/2010

 
2. Current Situation 

The incident status summary as reported in the BP Situation Executive Summary as of 0600 on 8/17 is as follows:

  Totals for 8/16 Cumulative Totals 
as of 8/16

Responding Personnel 30,072 -

Responding Offshore Vessels 3,499 -

Deployed Containment Boom (million ft.) - 2.46

Deployed Sorbent Boom (million ft.) - 8.78

Recovered Oil/Water Mix (bbls) 0 826,000

 
2.1       USCG Incident Command Post (Houma, LA).

·        On 8/13, EPA submitted their response to the BP 8/6 Waste Directive deliverable.  The response addressed the need for BP to ensure
that the Public Concern/Complaint Waste Management Tracking Report is updated biweekly on the BP website.  BP responded that this
Report will be updated on the 15th and 30th of each month on their website.  EPA had no further comments, pending review of the final
deliverables, which are anticipated for delivery on the week of 8/15.
·        On 8/16, EPA attended a meeting to discuss the organizational transition plan.  The incident transitional organizational structure will
include consolidation of the Houma and Mobile ICPs and the UAC will emerge as the Gulf Restoration Network, headquartered in Metairie,
LA.  The transition is scheduled to occur during the month of September and be completed by 10/1.
·        On 8/16, PRFA VYY-005 Amendment No. 10 was signed.  This amendment increased authorized funding by $2,940,851.00, raising
the ceiling to $29,012,980.10.
·        Weather conditions impacted operations on 8/16.  Rough seas, high winds, and heavy rain placed most operations on stand-down.  The
weather pattern is forecasted to continue into 8/17 when a tropical depression will make landfall in southeastern LA.  The storm is
unorganized and is not likely to develop into a tropical cyclone.  Sustained winds of 20-30 knots, 8 foot rough seas, and a tidal surge of 2 feet
in excess of normal tides is forecasted along the east-facing LA shoreline.
·        On 8/16, a tarmat (oily/sandy matrix) was discovered in the subtidal zone near Port Fourchon and Grand Isle.  A Shoreline Treatment
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Recommendation (STR) is being developed to address this tarmat.
·        On 8/13 - 8/16, EPA provided Vietnamese translation services to UC.  On 8/13, EPA finalized the translation of “Waste FAQs” and
assisted with Admiral Allen’s press conference at the Houma ICP.  On 8/14, EPA completed translations of the BP flyers “Update on Claim
Process” and “Release on Scams,” prepared a report for the White House Initiative on Asian-Americans, and prepared materials for Health,
Safety, and Environmental (HSE) Training.  On 8/16, EPA assisted with HSE Training for the Vessels of Opportunity program in Dulac, LA.

2.2        USCG Area Command Post (New Orleans, LA)
On 8/13, members of the UAC, USCG Admiral Allen, LA Governor Jindel, Parish Presidents, and members of the IC met in Houma,
LA.  LA is the only state of five that has not signed the DWH Transition Plan.  Modifications were made to the Plan to address LA's
concerns but not affect the agreement with the other states.  There will be a 7-day freeze on removal of resources from the Branches. 
Transition planning will occur at the Branch level rather than the UAC level.  The UAC will write Addendums to the Transition Plan
for each of the Command Branches.  After each Parish agrees to their addendum, the Governor will sign the Transition Plan.
On 8/13, members of UAC Environmental Unit (EU) received the signed copy of the letter, “Sub-Surface Oil and Dispersant Detection,
Sampling and Monitoring Strategy,” from USCG Allen to USCG Zukunft.  The letter requires NOAA, as the operational lead, along
with other relevant Federal agencies including EPA, to develop a Strategy Plan to address subsurface oil and dispersant detection,
sampling, and monitoring as the response transitions to long-term recovery.  On 8/14, the UAC EU met to discuss drafting the Strategy
Plan.  On 8/15, the UAC EU hosted a conference call among pertinent agencies to coordinate the development of the Strategy Plan.
From 8/13 to 8/15, UAC and UIC prepared for the implementation of an observer program for the white shrimp season which begins on
8/16.  The program will include response personnel at many of the docks to check whether returning shrimpers found oil with their
trawlers.  There is high anxiety among the fishing communities.  UC does not expect any risk, but will ensure that any reports of oil are
checked.  On 8/14, USCG Admiral Zukunft went on a trawler to observe conditions.  The Admiral noted several large shrimp, but no
oil.
On 8/16, EPA assisted the EU with developing a Removal Implementation Plan in response to the "Sub-Surface Oil and Dispersant
Detection, Sampling and Monitoring Strategy" letter.  Meetings and conference calls were conducted with senior management of
respective agencies, state counterparts, and internally to discuss the content of the Plan.  All comments will be compiled by NOAA, the
operational lead for the Plan's development, into a draft plan.  The draft plan will be briefed to USCG Zukunft on 8/17.  The final Plan
will be submitted to NIC by 8/18.

2.3       Field Activities
Samples Collected: 

Type Chalmette Venice Grand
Isle Cocodrie

Western
Push

Waste

Total
for

8/12
-

8/16

Cumulative
Total

Water 0 11 0 0 21 0 32 969

Sediment 0 11 0 0 21 0 32 193

Oil/Mousse 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 56

Waste 0 0 0 0 0 7 7 50

Summa
Canisters 13 12 14 0 0 0 39 1016

PQ200
Filters 13 12 13 0 0 0 38 842

PUF 4 5 4 0 0 0 13 203

 
Fixed Air Monitoring/Sampling Stations:  

ID Location City, State Equipment Type

C02 Fire Station No. 8 Poydras, LA 1,2,3,4,5

C04 Aycock St. Fire Station Chalmette, LA 1,2,3,4,5,6

C05 Fire Station No. 11 Hopedale, LA 1,2,3,4,5

GI05 Grand Isle State Park Grand Isle, LA 2,3,4,5,6

GI08 Air Sampling House Grand Isle, LA 2,3,4,5

GI09 Fourchon – LUMCON Research Station Fourchon, LA 2,3,4,5,6

V02 USCG Venice, LA 1,2,3,4,5

V03 Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 1,2,3,4,5

V03B Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 7

V06 Buras Auditorium Buras, LA 1,2,3,4,5,6

 
Equipment used at Fixed Air Location:

Equipment Type Equipment Monitor/Sample Duration/Type



1 AreaRae/MultiRae Monitor VOCs 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

2 MiniRae Monitor VOCs 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

3 PQ 200 Sample PM 2.5 24 Hr/ Composite

4 Summa Canister Sample VOCs 24 Hr/ Composite

5 EBAM Monitor PM 10 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

6 High Volume PUF Sample SVOCs 24 Hr / Composite

7 Teledyne H2S Monitor Model 101E Monitor H2S 24-Hr / 1 hour averages
                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Observed Issues:

Date Location Parameter(s) Data Gap/
Exceedence Time(s) Cause

8/12 V03 OXY, CO, H2S,
VOC

Data Gap 0300-2300 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 V02 OXY, CO, H2S,
VOC, PM10

Data Gap 0000-2300 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 V06 OXY, CO, H2S,
VOC

Data Gap 0300-2300 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 C04 OXY, VOC Data Gap 0000-0700 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 C05 OXY, VOC Data Gap 0000-0600 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 C05 OXY Data Gap 0700, 
1600-2300 High humidity.

8/12 C04 PM10 Data Gap 0000-0800 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 V03 PM10 Data Gap 0900-1300 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 V06 PM10 Data Gap 1000-1300 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/12 GI08 PM10 Exceedence 1300 Under Review.

8/12 GI05 VOC Exceedence 1400-1500 High humidity/saturated desiccant tube.

8/13 C02 OXY, VOC Data Gap 0700-0900 Instrument was not placed in logging
mode after calibration.

8/13 C05 OXY Data Gap 0000-1100,
1400-2300 High humidity.

8/13 V03 OXY, CO, H2S,
VOC

Data Gap 0000-0600 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/13 V06 OXY, CO, H2S,
VOC

Data Gap 0000-0700 Weather related equipment shutdown.

8/13 V02 OXY, CO, H2S,
VOC, PM10

Data Gap 0000-2300 Power outage.

8/13 C05 VOC Data Gap 0200-0300 Instrument was not placed in logging
mode after calibration.

8/13 C02 PM10 Exceedence 1300 Traffic near the monitoring station.

8/13 GI09 VOC Exceedence 0800-1000 High humidity/saturated desiccant tube.

 

 

 

 



 

Date Location Parameter(s) Data Gap/
Exceedence Time(s) Cause

8/14 V03 OXY, CO,
H2S, VOC Data Gap 0900-1000 Instrument was not placed in logging mode

after calibration.

8/14 V06 OXY, CO,
H2S, VOC Data Gap 1000 Instrument was not placed in logging mode

after calibration.

8/14 V02 OXY, CO,
H2S, VOC Data Gap 0000-2300 Power outage.

8/14 C02 OXY, VOC Data Gap 1500 Under Review.

8/14 C05 OXY Data Gap 0000-1200,
1400-2300 High humidity.

8/14 C04 PM10 Data Gap 0700-2300 Connection failure.

8/14 V02 PM10 Data Gap 0000-1700 Power outage.

8/14 C02 PM10 Exceedence 1300 Traffic near the monitoring station.

8/14 GI09 VOC Exceedence 0800 High humidity.

8/14 GI05 VOC Exceedence 0800 Logging not disabled during routine
calibration and bump tests.

8/15 V02 OXY, CO,
H2S, VOC Data Gap 0000-0500 Power outage.

8/15 C05 OXY Data Gap 0000-2300 High humidity.

8/15 GI05 VOC Exceedence 1400 Moisture due to heavy rain.

8/15 GI05 VOC Exceedence 0800 Under Review.

8/16 V02 OXY, CO,
H2S, VOC Data Gap 1900-2000 Under Review.

8/16 C05 OXY Data Gap 0000-1900 OXY sensor failure.

8/16 V02 OXY Data Gap 1500-1600 Instrument error.

8/16 V02 PM10 Data Gap 1800-2300 Under Review.

8/16 C02 PM10 Exceedence 1900 Moisture in the instrument drying tube.

8/16 GI05 VOC Exceedence 0900-1200 High humidity.

8/16 GI09 VOC Exceedence 0900 High humidity.

 
Explanation of Past Exceedences/Data Gaps:

·         All past data gaps and exceedences have been resolved.

 
Description of Field Operations:

·         Special (Western Louisiana Coast) Water Operations
o   On 8/12, the Special Water Operations Team collected 3 surface water and 3 sediment samples from locations along the
southern shoreline of Cameron Parish.  The team did not observe oil or sheen in the area.
o   On 8/13, the Special Water Operations Team collected 7 surface water and 7 sediment samples from locations along the
southern shoreline of Cameron Parish and in Iberia Parish.  The team did not observe oil or sheen in the area.
o   On 8/14, the Special Water Operations Team collected 7 surface water and 7 sediment samples from locations along the
southern shoreline of Cameron Parish and in Vermilion Parish.  The team did not observe oil or sheen in the area.
o   On 8/15, the Special Water Operations Team 4 surface water and 4 sediment samples from locations along the southern
shoreline of Cameron Parish and in Vermilion Parish.  The team did not observe oil or sheen in the area.
o   On 8/16, the Special Water Operations Team did not conduct operations due to weather conditions.

·         Venice Water Operations
o   On 8/12, the Venice Water Operations Team did not conduct operations due to the operational stand down issued by USCG
because of an approaching weather event.
o   On 8/13, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 3 surface water and 3 sediment samples from locations in St. Bernard
Parish and Plaquemines Parish.
o   On 8/14, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 2 surface water and 2 sediment samples from locations in St. Bernard
Parish.  
o   On 8/15, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 5 water and 5 sediment samples from locations in St. Bernard Parish.  
o   On 8/16, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 1 surface water sample and 1 sediment sample from a post impact
sediment and surface water sampling point located in Plaquemines Parish.

·         Waste Sampling and Assessment
o   On 8/12, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team did not conduct operations due to the operational stand down issued by
USCG because of an approaching weather event. 
o   On 8/13, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 liquid waste sample from the BP Venice waste collection
facility.
o   On 8/14, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the BP



Grand Isle waste collection facility.
o   On 8/15, The Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the BP Port
Fourchon waste collection facility.
o   On 8/16, the Venice Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample and 1 liquid waste sample from the
BP Cocodrie waste collection facility.

2.4        TAGA
On 8/12, the TAGA 1554 bus conducted mobile air monitoring for BTEX from the Stennis Space Center in MS to Venice, LA.   
TAGA has been demobilized from EPA Region 6.  The TAGA 1693 bus is currently stationed at the Stennis Space Center in MS to
respond to Emergency Responses if necessary.

2.6     Water Quality Protection Division Update
A Water Quality Protection Division Update is attached.

3. EPA Assets
3.1 Current Assets Deployed

Activated in Dallas, TX
REOC activated
SRICT activated
RRT activated

Resources:

Personnel

Dallas,
TX

New
Orleans,
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle, LA

Cocodrie,
LA

Offshore
Vessels

Stennis,
MS TOTALS

EPA                      

  -   OSC
5 2 1

1

 
1 1 1 1* 0   13

  -   RSC 5                   5

  -   Other 4 2 1     1         8

START 6   3 19 3 14 10 1*     56

TAGA
Personnel                   1 1

ERT
Personnel                   4 4

TOTAL

20 4 5 20 4 16 11 2 0 5

87

 

 
*Waste Sampling and Assessment team personnel.

 

Equipment

Dallas,
TX  

New
Orleans
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA

Cocodrie,
LA

Offshore
Vessels

Stennis,
MS TOTALS

TAGA Bus                     2 2

Gooseneck
Trailer                       0

Mobile
Office
Trailer         1   2 1       4

Satellite         2       0     2

Boat         2   1   0     3
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